
Watershed Councils in ORS 541 
 
541.351 Definitions for ORS 541.351 to 541.415. As used in ORS 541.351 to 541.415: (15) 
“Watershed council” means a voluntary local organization, designated by a local government 
group convened by a county governing body, to address the goal of sustaining natural resource 
and watershed protection, restoration and enhancement within a watershed. [1999 c.1026 §2 
(enacted in lieu of 541.350)] 
 
541.368 Board to facilitate implementation of grant programs. In cooperation with other 
state, interstate and federal agencies, tribes, local governments, watershed councils, soil and 
water conservation districts, not-for-profit organizations and volunteer groups, the Oregon 
Watershed Enhancement Board shall facilitate the implementation of the grant programs 
established under ORS 541.351 to 541.415. [1999 c.1026 §6] 
 
541.370 Duties of board; grant program; advisory committees. (1) In carrying out the 
watershed enhancement program, the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board shall: 
 (e) Grant funds for the support of watershed councils in assessing watershed conditions, 
developing action plans, implementing projects and monitoring results and for the 
implementation of watershed enhancement projects from such moneys as may be available to the 
board therefor. 
 
 541.371 Duties of board related to integrated watershed planning and management; 
allocation of funds to local soil and water conservation districts and watershed councils. (1) 
In addition to the duties set forth in ORS 541.370, in carrying out the provisions of ORS 541.351 
to 541.415, the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board: 
 (a) Shall establish a framework for a locally based integrated watershed planning and 
management process designed to assist watershed councils and soil and water conservation 
districts and to support the efforts of watershed councils and soil and water conservation districts 
to work within the requirements of state and federal laws without duplication of planning effort. 
The framework shall include all of the following… 
 
(2) In addition to the uses of grant funds described in ORS 541.399, in allocating grant funds 
under ORS 541.351 to 541.415 that are derived from the Restoration and Protection Subaccount, 
the board: 
 (a) May allocate funds to be used for staff for soil and water conservation districts and 
watershed councils. 
 
(3) To the maximum extent practicable, soil and water conservation districts and watershed 
councils shall share technical staff. [1999 c.1026 §12] 
 
541.375 Watershed enhancement projects; grant program; criteria for approval; 
acquisition of interest in land or water. (1) Any person, tribe, watershed council, soil and 
water conservation district, community college, state institution of higher education, independent 
not-for-profit institution of higher education or political subdivision of this state that is not a state 
agency may submit a request for funding for or for advice and assistance in developing a project 
under ORS 541.351 to 541.415. A state agency or federal agency may apply for funding under 



this section only as a coapplicant with one of the other eligible entities. 
 
541.384 Watershed management program; project funding; high priority watersheds. (1) 
The Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board shall initiate a watershed management program that 
relies on the establishment of voluntary local watershed councils comprised of residents, state 
and federal agency staff, members of federally recognized Indian tribes and other citizens 
interested in the management of watersheds and that provides for the development by these 
partnerships of local plans that may include but are not limited to the assessment of the 
watershed condition, the creation of a watershed action plan and a strategy for implementing the 
action plan. The program shall focus state resources on the achievement of sustainable watershed 
health, including funding major projects that contribute to the overall health of a watershed. In 
addition, the board shall fund smaller, voluntary projects for watershed enhancement and for 
restoration of riparian areas and associated uplands. 
 
(2) In carrying out the program under subsection (1) of this section, the board may designate 
high priority watersheds. However, the designation of high priority watersheds is intended only 
as a management tool for state agencies in allocating resources to support coordinated watershed 
management activities. Such designation is not intended to establish or confer any right, duty or 
authority, nor to have any legal significance beyond that described in this section, nor to 
discourage or prohibit the formation and function of voluntary local watershed councils in other 
watersheds. 
 
(3) The elected officials representing the appropriate local government groups containing or 
within a proposed watershed council area shall determine whether to participate in the voluntary 
formation of a local watershed council. When multiple local government groups are involved 
within an area that would be served by a watershed council, the affected local government 
groups shall together determine their respective roles and the appropriate method for appointing 
members to a local watershed council. [1993 c.601 §2; 1995 c.187 §6] 
 
541.388 Voluntary local watershed councils; protection against liability. (1) Local 
government groups are encouraged to form voluntary local watershed councils in accordance 
with the guidelines set forth in subsection (2) of this section. The Oregon Watershed 
Enhancement Board may work cooperatively with any local watershed council that may be 
formed. Requests from local watershed councils for state assistance shall be evaluated on the 
basis of whether the requesting organization reflects the interests of the affected watershed and 
the potential to protect and enhance the quality of the watershed in question. 
 
(2) Local watershed councils formed under subsection (1) of this section shall consist of a 
majority of local residents, including local officials. A watershed council may be a new or 
existing organization as long as the council represents a balance of interested and affected 
persons within the watershed and assures a high level of citizen involvement in the development 
and implementation of a watershed action program. A local watershed council may include 
representatives of local government, representatives of nongovernment organizations and private 
citizens, including but not limited to: 

 (a) Representatives of local and regional boards, commissions, districts and agencies; 

 (b) Representatives of federally recognized Indian tribes; 



 (c) Public interest group representatives; 

 (d) Private landowners; 

 (e) Industry representatives; 

 (f) Members of academic, scientific and professional communities; and 

 (g) Representatives of state and federal agencies. 
 
(3) If more than one watershed council exists in a county, each watershed council shall 
periodically report the activities of the council to the county governing body. 
 
(4) The Oregon Department of Administrative Services may provide to voluntary local 
watershed councils and their officers, employees and agents acting within the scope of their 
employment or duties, protection against liability as part of the insurance provided to the Oregon 
Watershed Enhancement Board pursuant to ORS 278.120 to 278.215. The Oregon Watershed 
Enhancement Board, after consulting the Oregon Department of Administrative Services and 
local watershed councils, shall establish guidelines for liability coverage and limits of coverage. 
The Oregon Department of Administrative Services shall determine any additional contributions 
to be apportioned to the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board for extending insurance to 
voluntary local watershed councils, and the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board shall pay the 
assessments from such moneys as may be available for those assessments. [1993 c.601 §3; 1995 
c.187 §7; 1999 c.300 §1] 
 
541.399 Purpose of grants from Watershed Improvement Grant Fund. The purpose of the 
Watershed Improvement Grant Fund is to provide funding for grants for: 
(2) The following: 
 (c) The implementation of watershed enhancement plans developed by watershed councils. 
 
 
541.405 Oregon Plan described; goals; elements; Governor to negotiate with federal 
government. 
(3) The Oregon Plan is a comprehensive program for the protection and recovery of species and 
for the restoration of watersheds throughout this state. The Oregon Plan combines the regulatory 
and other actions of state and federal agencies and local governments with voluntary watershed 
restoration by private landowners and others. The Oregon Plan includes, but is not limited to: 
 (d) Voluntary activities undertaken by watershed councils, soil and water conservation 
districts, landowners and other entities and consistent with the purposes of the Oregon Plan; 
 
(6) The Oregon Plan shall: 
 (b) Rely on watershed councils and soil and water conservation districts, which are directed 
to cooperate in the development of local watershed plans that assess watershed conditions and 
create watershed action plans and strategies for the implementation of the local watershed action 
plans. 
 


