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Wildlife North Santiam Update 
with Elise Kelley

Winter Steelhead Run 
• Stronger run than in past few 

years 
• More than 5,000 winter 

steelhead had crossed 
Willamette Falls by mid-April

2017 and 2018 Sea Surface 
Temperatures

• Signs were indicating a gradual 
reverting to historical averages
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Steelhead trout drift in an Oregon stream, courtesy of Oregon State University (CC BY-SA 2.0)



• Pacific ocean 
looked to be 
improving last 
year then flipped 
back to poorer 
conditions

• Subsurface 
temperatures 
were higher than 
average indicating 
heat being stored 
in the ocean
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Ocean Conditions for Salmon Growth and Survival

National Marine Fisheries Service
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Willamette River 2020 
Adult Spring Chinook Forecast:  40,750

Willamette River 2019 
Adult Spring Chinook Forecast:  40,200

Chinook started crossing Willamette Falls in good 
numbers in mid-April
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