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Willamette Basin Project Overview

«1954/1968 - USBOR filed water right
applications

* 1996 - Storage certificates issued to
USBOR

 Water Rights: store water for irrigation
use only
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Access to Stored Water Issues

* Storage water rights - irrigation only

e Storage space not allocated***

* Cost of water/contracting program
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Seeking Access to Stored Water
Long Process, Few Results

* 1994: Reservation Request

* 1996: Willamette Basin Reservoir Study

e 2000: Study put on hold due to ESA listing
¢ 2008: SWMWP Report

« 2008: Biological Opinion (Bi-Op) issued
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Seeking Access to Stored Water
(Bi-Op)

* Conversion of stored water minimum
perennial streamflows

* ORS 540.045(3) - stored water released in
excess of water rights is “natural flow”

e Potential for unintended consequences -
upper basin and tributaries
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Recommended Plan For Reallocation

USACE’s Tentatively Selected Plan USACE Agency Recommended Plan
Alternative D Alternative C
November 2017 September 2018
Use Volume (AF) Percent Volume (AF) Percent
F&W: 962,800 60% 1,102,600 69%
M&l: 73,300 5% 159,750 10%
Al: 253,950 16% 327,650 21%
Joint Use: 299,950 19% 0 0%
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Current Focus of OWUC

* Monitor consultation process and
“reasonable and prudent measures”

e Support Alternative C
* Resolve storage water right transfer issue

* Explore strategies to reduce cost of
stored water for M&I use

* Collaborate on implementation strategy
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