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United States Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Salem District Office
1717 Fabry Road S.E.
Salem, Oregon 97306
APR 03 2014
In Reply Refer To:
8300 (ORS040)

RE: Scoping for Fishermen’s Bend Recreation Area Management Plan
Dear Interested Party:

The Cascades Resource Area of the Salem District, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is in the
beginning stages of developing the Fishermen’s Bend Recreation Area Management Plan,
henceforth referred to as the Fish Bend Plan. This planning effort will provide a framework that
will guide the future management and development of Fishermen’s Bend Recreation Site for the
next 15 to 20 years. The planning area is located on BLM-administered lands in Township 9
South, Range 2 East, sections 25 and 26 in Marion County, 30 miles east of Salem and 1.5 miles
west of Mill City (see enclosed map).

Fishermen’s Bend Recreation Site is situated on 169 acres and includes three loops (Camp,
River, and Group) that provide a total of 55 individual campsites, 6 group shelters (3 camping
and 3 day-use), and 2 cabins. The site also features an amphitheater for environmental education
presentations, playgrounds, a basketball court, renovated restrooms, boat ramp with access to the
North Santiam River, and a trail system. In 2005, BLM acquired a 17-acre parcel to the east of
and adjacent to Fishermen’s Bend which offers the potential for additional recreation
development. Recreation use demand, estimated at 80,000 visitors annually, significantly
exceeds the site’s capacity.

Additional information about the Fishermen’s Bend Recreation Site can be obtained from the
Salem District Office or online at:

hitp://www.blm.gov/or/resources/recreation/site_info.php?siteid=228

In order to develop the Fish Bend Plan, the BLM seeks to solicit ideas from the public
concerning the adequacy of current services provided, future services that may be needed to
accommodate new types of recreation, current management of the site, and to address potential
development and management of the acquired 17-acre parcel. Public input received within the
scoping period will be used to develop a proposed action and one or more alternatives for the
BLM to consider in an Environmental Analysis (EA). As part of the analysis, the BLM will
determine the feasibility of implementation and management of those ideas received during the
scoping process.
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An EA documenting the proposed actions, alternatives, and anticipated environmental effects
will be prepared and distributed for public review and comment prior to releasing the Final Fish
Bend Plan and Decision. The purpose of this letter is to give you an opportunity to share any
information or concerns you may have about the Fish Bend Plan as well as any projects in the
vicinity that may add to the cumulative effects analysis. When providing feedback, comments,
and/or suggestions, please provide specificity and consider the following topics: site amenities
and services, intensity of use, reservation policies, future site development or expansion, fee
changes, environmental education and interpretation. We would appreciate your written
comments by May 1, 2014.

Comments, including names and street addresses of respondents, will be made available for
public review at the Salem District Office during regular business hours (7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.)
If you wish to withhold your name or street address from public review or from disclosure unde
the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), you must state this prominently at the beginning of
your written comment. Such requests will be honored to the extent allowed by law. All
submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as
representatives or officials of organizations or businesses, will be made available for public
inspection in their entirety.

For additional information or to be removed from the mailing list for this project, please contact
Traci Meredith (503) 315-5991 tmeredit@blm.gov, or Belle Smith (503) 315-5984

b9smith@blm.gov. Send written comments to John Huston, Cascades Resource Area Field
Manager, 1717 Fabry Rd SE, Salem, OR 97306 or email Attn: John Huston at

blm_or_sa mail@blm.gov.
Singer y,/ i é .

John A. Huston
Field Manager, Cascades Resource Area

Enclosure(s)
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